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COURSE DESCRIPTION

The study of international relations and international law is absolutely critical to under-
standing contemporary politics, both foreign and domestic. As such, this course provides an
introduction to international law and the corresponding institutions of global governance.
Despite its title, however, this is not a “law” class in the traditional sense. While you will
learn much about specific laws and compliance in the international arena, we will pay partic-
ular attention to the politics that underpin the establishment and operation of international
law. Who makes international law? Why do entities — states, groups, and even individuals —
break it? And what happens when they do? Most importantly, who stands to gain (and lose)
from making, breaking, and/or upholding international law? In addressing these questions,
the course will cover both the law itself and the institutional regimes designed to enforce
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it. The course will be organized into four modules. First, we will discuss the fundamentals,
examining the entities critical for establishing and enforcing international law. Second, we
will discuss property rights and economic exchange (territory, trade, and investment). Our
third module will cover one of the key areas of connection between international law and pol-
itics: peace and war. Finally, we will cover contemporary questions, focusing on individual
criminal responsibility and environmental protection.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

By the end of the term, students should be able to:
1. Explain why international law exists in its various forms

2. Provide a clear explanation of the different sources of international law, the various
means of resolving international legal disputes, and how US courts approach questions
of international law

3. Explain why different types of international problems are best addressed by different
types of legal structures, and how this accounts for variation in the shape of interna-
tional law across issue areas

4. Demonstrate comfort engaging with a variety of different primary sources (e.g. judicial
cases, treaties)

5. Make an argument about the application of international law in specific cases

Each assignment is designed to support one or more of these course objectives.
COURSE STRUCTURE AND TIME ALLOCATION

This is a 3-credit course. This credit standard is met by an expectation of a total of 135 hours
of student engagement with the course learning activities. These include regularly scheduled
lectures (two 50-minute lectures per week), a weekly 50-minute discussion section, as well as
reading and preparation for discussion sections, study and review, and other responsibilities
as described in this document.

Each week you will be responsible for reading course material, both from the course
textbook and from other sources. I expect you to read actively- to make a good faith effort
to understand the argument, assess it on its merits, and be ready to articulate your critique
of it and ask questions about it on the day of the week it is assigned. I don’t expect you
to understand everything- that’s what the lectures are designed for. However, there will be
material covered in the lectures that will not be covered in the readings, which is why it is
essential to attend class.

Reading political science research is a skill that you’ll have to develop. Here are two
helpful websites that can help you shortcut that process, and maximize what you get from
the reading:

* If you're looking for a guide to reading academic writing, click this link.


http://www.raulpacheco.org/resources/resources-for-undergraduate-students/reading-strategies-for-undergraduates/

*if you're looking for a guide for how to think about how political scientists use quantitative
data, click this link.

When relevant, I will begin each class by discussing how our course material connects
to “real-world” developments, particularly recent events in the news. This means that you
should also keep up with current events by regularly reading newspapers, watching and/or
listening to news programs, and following world news on social media.

It is perfectly fine, and even expected, that you will struggle with the readings. My hope
is that, in conjunction with the lectures and discussion sections, you will each be able to
understand the importance of each reading and how it fits into the broader theme of this
class. If you find yourself struggling to stay on top of the readings, even after we’ve discussed
them in class, please see me as soon as possible and we can figure out ways to get back up
to speed.

DISCUSSION SECTIONS

Alongside lectures, there will be weekly discussion sections led by the TA. Information on
the meeting time, location, and TA for each discussion section is included in the table below.
Your TA is your first point of contact for information related to your discussion section.

TA: Norah-Frida Tebid TA: Hasaan Parker

304: Tuesday 12:05 - 12:55, 216 Ingraham 302: Tuesday 3:30 - 4:20, 4004 Vilas
305: Wednesday 9:55 - 10:45, 1335 Sterling 303: Tuesday 1:20 - 2:10, 1323 Sterling
306: Wednesday 12:05 - 12:55, 216 Ingraham | 307: Wednesday 3:30 - 4:20, 38 Agricultural

COURSE MATERIALS

There is one required textbook for this course, which should be available in paperback or
digital form at the University bookstore, online from from the publisher at this link, or from
Amazon at this link. A hard copy of the textbook has also been placed on reserve at the
library. Please make a plan to purchase or borrow it:

Johns, Leslie. 2022. Politics and International Law. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

All other course material will be available online on the course site. In addition to readings
from the textbook, most weeks include a mix of scholarly research articles as well as shorter
press articles, and opinion pieces. These pieces are often short, and are assigned in part
to highlight the real-world relevance of the material covered in class. Where appropriate,
hyperlinks will be provided directly on the syllabus (in blue). Please notify me as soon as
possible if you are unable to access the course material.

GRADING CRITERIA

Your performance in this class will be based on the following, depending on your status as
an undergraduate or graduate student in the course:


http://svmiller.com/blog/2020/03/what-explains-british-attitudes-toward-immigration-a-pedagogical-example/
https://www.cambridge.org/highereducation/books/politics-and-international-law/D7F5FF231166FBCA1CABA8E417667AB7#overview
https://www.amazon.com/Politics-International-Law-Leslie-Johns/dp/110898665X

Undergraduate Graduate

In-Class Final Exam: 30% NA
In-Class Midterm Exam: 30% 30%
Assessment Quizzes: 15% 15%
Attendance & Participation: 25% 25%
Final Memo: NA 30%

The grading scale is as follows, including the overall points as well as the University of
Wisconsin’s range for letter grades:

Point Range Letter Grade GPA
93- 100 points A (Excellent) 4.0
87- 92.99 points AB (Intermediate grade) 3.5
83- 86.99 points B (Good) 3
77- 82.99 points BC (Intermediate grade) 2.5
70- 76.99 points C (Fair) 2.0
60- 69.99 points D (Poor) 1.0
59.99- 0 points  F (Failure) 0.0

Grading Disputes: It takes time to understand and process feedback as well as any possible
disappointment over grades. Therefore, I will not discuss grades or accept any appeals made
within 72 hours of receiving a grade. If, however, you believe that your grade is incorrect
as a result of an error, please submit a request for a grade change in writing to me and
your TA by email after 72 hours have passed. In the appeal, please clearly and concisely
explain why the grade is incorrect, based on the merit of the work rather than comparisons
to other students or various adverse consequences. Please note that re-grading may result
in an increase or a decrease in the initial grade.

ASSIGNMENTS

* Attendance & Participation (25%) — 25% of your final grade will come from at-
tendance and participation. This involves attending lecture each week and attending
discussion section prepared to discuss the readings and other course material. To aid in
preparation for discussion you will be required to submit 1 question for discus-
sion each week. Please note that discussion questions should be based on the readings
and are not clarification questions. You can ask any clarification questions (about course
material or anything else) at the beginning of your discussion section. Discussion ques-
tions should be submitted on Canvas by 5pm on the Monday prior to your
discussion section meeting.

Quizzes (15%) — 15% of your final grade will come from 3 short open-book, open-notes
quizzes covering both the readings and lecture material. These quizzes will only cover
the material for the relevant week, and will be released on Canvas after the last lecture
of that week. You are required to complete the quiz within one week. For
example, if a quiz is released after lecture on Thursday, it will cover the reading and
lecture material for that Tuesday/Thursday, and must be completed by the beginning of
lecture the following Thursday.



* Exams (60%) — There will be two in-class exams in this class, a midterm in Week 7
of the term (March 6*) and a non-cumulative final on the last day of class (May 1°%).
Please mark your calendars now. They will include a mix of identification questions,
multiple choice, True/False, and short-answer questions. Each exam will be worth 30% of
your final grade. Make-up exams will only be offered in the rarest and most exceptional
of circumstances. If you are a graduate student, please see below.

Honors option: if you are taking this course for honors credit, you are required to read
and prepare two 1-2 page response papers on assigned readings for the semester. These
response papers should include a summary of the key points of the relevant article and
your reaction to the argument and/or findings in light of what you have learned so far in
the class. Each response paper should focus on one reading, though you can incorporate
information from other readings where relevant. Note that you must choose from the
academic articles assigned; textbook chapters and/or case study materials, or newspaper
articles cannot be used as the primary readings for this assignment. You can prepare a
response paper for any week of material, but you must submit the response paper
by 5pm on the evening prior to the relevant lecture. I will not accept response
papers focused on readings discussed in previous lectures. You can upload your response
papers to Canvas.

Graduate Students: if you are a graduate student taking this course, instead of an in-
class final exam, you are required to write an 8-10 page memo on an issue of importance
to international politics, analyzing it in light of what we’ve learned about over the course
of the semester. 1 will provide a list of topics after the midterm, and the memo will
be due to me directly via email by 5pm on the last day of exams.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY

Academic communities depend on their members’ honesty and integrity in representing the
sources of reasoning, claims, and wordings that appear in their work. Like any other member
of the academic community, you will be held responsible for the accurate representation of
your sources: the means by which you produced the work you are submitting. Moreover, stu-
dents are bound by the University of Wisconsin’s Student Code of Conduct, which I encour-
age you to review here: https://conduct.students.wisc.edu/misconduct/academic-integrity/.

Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, unauthorized collaboration, and helping others com-
mit these previously listed acts are examples of misconduct which may result in disciplinary
action. Examples of disciplinary action include, but are not limited to, failure on the assign-
ment /course, written reprimand, disciplinary probation, suspension, or expulsion. To under-
stand more about plagiarism and proper attribution of sources, please consult the Writing
Center, at: https://writing.wisc.edu/. T am happy to discuss issues of proper citation or
other matters of academic integrity with any students who have questions.

Al PROGRAMS

When used correctly, ChatGPT and other generative Al programs can help students
enhance their creative writing potential. In this class, however, given the structure of the
assignments, generative Al programs are unnecessary and thus prohibited. Use of generative
AT will result in an automatic failure for the assignment in question, no exceptions.


https://conduct.students.wisc.edu/misconduct/academic-integrity/
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GENERAL POLICIES

Office Hours Policy. 1 will be holding office hours on Tuesdays from 2:00-3:30. Please
sign up at this link. If you have specific questions, feel free to include them in your sign-up
request so I can better prepare to discuss them with you. If you cannot make the regularly
scheduled time, I am also available by appointment — please email me at least 48 hours in
advance and I will do my best to accommodate you. If you're looking for guidance on how
to write a professional email, check out this link.

Emailing Policy. Please note that you must activate your NetID and email accounts (i.e.
your .wisc.edu email). Together with Canvas, this will be the primary way we communicate
in this course. Students who use a private email account (such as gmail.com) in this course
do so at their own risk; there are known issues of forwarding and timely delivery related
to how these accounts interact with the wisc.edu system, and your instructors cannot ac-
commodate issues arising from using private emails. As a general rule, I do not respond to
emails sent after 6pm or during the weekend. Please plan accordingly!

Respect Policy. 1 believe that respect and solidarity are core components of academic inquiry.
I will make every effort to ensure that our classroom fosters those ideals, and I expect you
to do the same.

In-Class Technology Policy. Once class begins, please turn off or set to airplane mode
all phones, tablets, and laptops.

Policy on Recording Classes. Videotaping or recording of class lectures and discussions is
absolutely prohibited. If you have a documented accommodation that requires such record-
ing, please let me know and we can identify possible solutions.

Missed Work Policy. In general, I expect you to complete and turn in your assignments
on the due date. However, if you need additional time, please reach out to me in advance
of the assignment due date. Assignments more than 48 hours late will receive a failing
grade, unless you have received an extension from me in writing. Students are responsible for
all missed work, regardless of the reason for absence. It is also the absentee’s responsibility
to get all missing notes or materials from classmates. Please do not ask me or your TAs “did
[ miss anything important?” Everything we discuss in class is important; otherwise we’d just
be wasting everyone’s time.

ACCESSIBILITY & ACCOMMODATIONS

The University of Wisconsin-Madison supports the right of all enrolled students to a full
and equal educational opportunity. The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), Wiscon-
sin State Statute (36.12), and UW-Madison policy (Faculty Document 1071) require that
students with disabilities be reasonably accommodated in instruction and campus life. Rea-
sonable accommodations for students with disabilities is a shared faculty and student re-
sponsibility. Students with disabilities should contact the McBurney Disability Resource


https://calendly.com/genevieve-bates-wisc/15min
https://perma.cc/3TSL-U28E

Center (https://mcburney.wisc.edu/) to arrange assistance for the semester. I will do my
best to accommodate needs, but it is your responsibility to complete this process officially
and in a timely manner, within three weeks of course inception (or upon the recognition of
a disability).

Please note that absent a formal accommodation from McBurney, I am very limited in
how I can adjust the class for any one student while maintaining the integrity of the class
for everyone else.

Of special note: the Political Science department is located in North Hall, the oldest
building on campus. Due to its age and status as a Historic Landmark, this building is
not accessible to individuals with mobility disabilities and does not have an elevator or
accessible restroom. The department is committed to equal opportunity for all students
to attend office hours, advising, and other department-related events. Please contact me if
North Hall presents a disability-related barrier to you, and the department will gladly work
to ensure access.

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

Diversity is a source of strength, creativity, and innovation for UW-Madison. We value the
contributions of each person and respect the profound ways their identity, culture, back-
ground, experience, status, abilities, and opinion enrich the university community. We com-
mit ourselves to the pursuit of excellence in teaching, research, outreach, and diversity as
inextricably linked goals. The University of Wisconsin-Madison fulfills its public mission by
creating a welcoming and inclusive community for people from every background — people
who as students, faculty, and staff serve Wisconsin and the world. For more information,
please visit: https://diversity.wisc.edu/.

TITLE IX/CLERY ACT NOTIFICATION

Sexual misconduct (including sexual harassment, sexual assault, dating violence, domestic
violence, and stalking) and sex discrimination violate university policies. Students experienc-
ing such behavior may obtain on-campus confidential support from UHS Survivor Services
https://www.uhs.wisc.edu/survivor/, or 608-265-5600, option 3, or the Rape Crisis Cen-
ter https://thercc.org/ 608-251-7273. To report sexual misconduct or sex discrimination,
contact the Title IX Coordinator at 608-890-3788 or UWPD 608-264-2677.

Disclosure of sexual misconduct or sex discrimination to university faculty may not be
confidential depending on that specific instructor’s reporting responsibilities. Faculty deemed
as “Responsible Employees” must forward such reports, including names and circumstances,
to the university’s Title IX Coordinator. For more information on how the university works
to protect confidentiality, please visit the Title IX Protecting Confidentiality page: https:
/ /compliance.wisc.edu/titleix /student-information /#protecting-confidentiality.

For more information please visit the Title IX Student Information page: https://
compliance.wisc.edu/titleix /student-information.
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COURSE CALENDAR

MODULE I: FUNDAMENTALS
Week 1: Course Introduction

Tuesday (1/21)

1. The syllabus (seriously)
Thursday (1/23)

1. Johns, Chapter 1
2. Bradley, Anna Spain. 2019. “International Law’s Racism Problem” Opinio Juris,

available here.

Week 2: Making International Law
Tuesday (1/28)
1. Johns, Chapter 2
Thursday (1/30)
1. Chimni, B.S. 2018. “Customary International Law: A Third World Perspective.”

American Journal of International Law (pages 1-7; 20-27)

2. Roth, Kenneth. 2013. “What Rules Should Govern US Drone Attacks?” The New
York Review of Books

3. Posner, Eric A. 2020. “The Limits of the World Health Organization.” Lawfare,
available here

4. Fischerkeller, Michael P. 2021. “Current International Law Is Not an Adequate
Regime for Cyberspace.” Lawfare, available here

Week 3: Breaking International Law
Tuesday (2/4)
1. Johns, Chapter 3
Thursday (2/6)
1. Explore the International Court of Justice Website here, International Criminal

Court Website here, and European Court of Human Rights Website here

2. Siddiqui, Zoha, Nathaniel Liu, Daniel Posthumus, and Kelebogile Zvobgo. “Could
Putin Actually Face Accountability at the ICC?” Foreign Policy. 03/04/2022

3. Posthumus, Daniel, and Kelebogile Zvobgo. “The ICJ ordered Russia to stop mili-
tary operations in Ukraine. What comes next?” The Washington Post. 03/25/2022

4. Siddiqui, Zoha, and Kelebogile Zvobgo. “The Council of Europe expelled Russia.
That hurts people, not Putin.” The Washington Post. 04/12/2022.


http://opiniojuris.org/2019/09/04/international-laws-racism-problem/
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Week 4: Upholding International Law — Quiz 1
Tuesday (2/11)

1. Johns, Chapter 4

2. Eilstrup-Sangiovanni, Mette and J.C. Sharman. 2021. “Enforcers beyond Borders:
Transnational NGOs and the Enforcement of International Law.” Perspectives on
Politics 19(1): 131-147.

Thursday (2/13)

1. The Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of 1961, available here
2. The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963, available here

3. Iran Hostages Case Study

MODULE II: PROPERTY RIGHTS & ECONOMIC EXCHANGE
Week 5: Law of the Sea

Tuesday (2/18)

1. Johns, Chapter 5

2. Odom, Jonathan G. 2020. “Protecting the Rules-Based Order at the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea.” Lawfare, available here

Thursday (2/20)

1. Mitchell, Sara McLaughlin, and Andrew P. Owsiak. 2021. “Judicialization of the
Sea: Bargaining in the Shadow of UNCLOS.” American Journal of International
Law 115(4): 579-621.

2. Arctic Sunrise Case Study
Week 6: Trade & Investment
Tuesday (2/25)
1. Johns, Chapter 6
Thursday (2/27)
1. Johns, Chapter 7
Week 7: Midterm
Tuesday (3/4): Class Canceled — Study for the midterm!

Thursday (3/6): In-class midterm


https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/9_1_1961.pdf
https://legal.un.org/ilc/texts/instruments/english/conventions/9_2_1963.pdf
https://www.lawfareblog.com/protecting-rules-based-order-international-tribunal-law-sea

MODULE IIT: PEACE & WAR
Week 8: Human Rights — Quiz 2

Tuesday (3/11):
1. Johns, Chapter 8

2. Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 1948,
available here

Thursday (3/13)

1. Simmons, Beth. 2009. Mobilizing for Human Rights: International Law in Domestic
Politics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, Chapters 1 & 2

Week 9: Use of Force (jus ad bellum)
Tuesday (3/18)
1. Johns, Chapter 9
Thursday (3/20)

1. Hathaway, Oona A. and Scott J. Shapiro. 2019. “International law and its trans-
formation through the outlawry of war.” International Affairs 95(1): 45-62.

2. Reed (formerly Rapp), Kyle. 2022.“Justifying Force: International Law, Foreign
Policy Decision-Making, and the Use of Force.” Furopean Journal of International
Relations

3. Fazal, Tanisha M. 2022. “The Return of Conquest: Why the Future of Global Order
Hinges on Ukraine.” Foreign Affairs.

Week 10: Spring Break
Tuesday (3/25): No class
Thursday (3/27): No class
Week 11: Law of Armed Conflict (jus in bello), Part 1
Tuesday (4/1)
1. Johns, Chapter 10

Thursday (4/3): Class canceled — Midwest Political Science Association Annual Confer-
ence

MODULE IV: CONTEMPORARY QUESTIONS
Week 12: Law of Armed Conflict (jus in bello), Part II & Criminal Responsi-
bility, Part I

Tuesday (4/8)
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https://treaties.un.org/doc/Publication/UNTS/Volume%2078/volume-78-I-1021-English.pdf

1. McKinney, Katherine E. et al. 2020. “Why the Atomic Bombing of Hiroshima
Would be Illegal Today.” Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists 76(4): 157-165.

2. Filkins, Dexter. 2021. “Did Making the Rules of War Better Make the World
Worse?” The New Yorker, available here

Thursday (4/10)

1. Johns, Chapter 11

2. Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, available here, Preamble-Art.
33

Week 13: Criminal Responsibility, Part II — Quiz 3
Tuesday (4/15)

1. Akhavan, Payam. 2013. “The Rise, and Fall, and Rise of International Criminal
Justice” Journal of International Criminal Justice 11(3): 527-536.

2. Ba, Oumar. 2021. “A Truly International Criminal Court: Why the New Prosecutor
Should Look Beyond Africa,” Foreign Affairs

Thursday (4/17)

1. Evans, Hayley. 2022. “A Survey of Recent Developments and Trends in Universal
Jurisdiction.” Lawfare, available here

2. Johns, Leslie, Maximo Langer and Margaret E. Peters. 2022. “Migration and
the Demand for Transnational Justice” American Political Science Review 116(4):
1184-1207

3. Johns, Leslie, Maximo Langer and Margaret E. Peters. 2022. “Germany convicted
a Syrian man of war crimes in Syria. Can National Courts Prosecute injustices
everywhere?” Washington Post

Week 14: Environmental Protection
Tuesday (4/22)
1. Johns, Chapter 12
Thursday (4/24)
1. Whaling Case Study
Week 15: Final Exam
Tuesday (4/29): Exam review session

Thursday (5/1): In-class final exam
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